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512 Smyth on Presbyterianism and Prelacy. [April, 

2. — 1. The Prelatical Doctrine of Apostolical Succession exam- 
ined, and the Protestant Ministry defended against the 
Assumptions of Popery and High- Churchism, in a Series 
of Lectures. By Thomas Smyth, Pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church in Charleston, South Carolina. Bos- 
ton : Crocker & Brewster. 1841. 8vo. pp. 568. 

2. Presbytery and not Prelacy the Scriptural and Primitive 
Polity. By Thomas Smyth. 1843. 8vo. pp. 568. 

3. Ecclesiastical Republicanism ; or, the Republicanism, 
Liberality, and Catholicity of Presbyterianism, in Con- 
trast with Prelacy and Popery. By Thomas Smyth. 
1843. 12mo. pp. 323. 

These ponderous, but very handsome, volumes form an elabor- 
ate treatise upon a question, which is now exciting an unusual and 
very extraordinary degree of popular interest. We have no in- 
tention of here setting forth our opinion upon the controverted 
points ; and an analysis of Mr. Smyth's volumes would occupy 
more space than we can spare. But we may say, that the author's 
tone is such as befits a scholar and a divine. His good temper 
even improves as he proceeds, — an extraordinary thing in reli- 
gious controversy, — from which we infer, that he has full con- 
fidence in the strength of his own arguments. Neither does our 
author set the " divine right of Presbytery " against the " divine 
right of Prelacy," as his title-pages might be deemed to imply. 
Though standing in the Presbyterian ranks, and with a strong 
and natural bias in favor of the ecclesiastical polity of Calvin 
and John Knox, he contends only for the general cause of Prot- 
estantism, and " includes under the term, presbytery, those 
generic principles which are common to Congregationalists, 
Presbyterians, Reformed Dutch, Lutherans, Baptists, and Metho- 
dists." 

In execution, the first of these volumes is greatly inferior to 
its successors. The author did not give himself time to elabor- 
ate the mass of materials which he had industriously collected 
from all the ordinary sources, especially from the old English 
divines, both prelatic and puritan, who have long since exhausted 
all the arguments which bear strongly upon the questions debated 
between a High-Churchman and a Presbyterian. The book is 
rendered tedious by redundant quotations, wearisome repetitions, 
and needless amplification of minor or collateral points. It is 
rather a storehouse of arguments, than a close argumentation, or 
a well-arranged digest. These remarks, however, do not apply 
to the second work in the series, which the author has elaborated 
with care, so as to do justice both to himself and to the subject. 
The third treatise of Mr. Smyth, a mere pendant to the other 
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two, hardly requires a particular notice at our hands ; since few 
will question the republican tendency of presbyterianism. Dean 
Swift very plausibly traces the " opposition to kingly government 
in England " directly to the influence of those Protestants, drivne 
abroad by the persecutions under Queen Mary, who, for a time, 
" resided at Geneva, which is a commonwealth governed without 
a king, where the religion contrived by Calvin is without the 
order of bishops." 



3. — Willie Rogers, or Temper Improved. Boston : Samuel G. 
Simpkins. 1844. 12mo. pp. 104. 

We are not in the habit of noticing books for children, which 
have multiplied on our hands of late with alarming rapidity, so 
that the manufacture of them seems to have become quite a 
branch of trade in this country. But the character of many of 
these publications is such, that we look back almost with regret 
upon the days, when the rhymes of Mother Goose and tales of 
fairy land formed nearly the whole contents of our juvenile libra- 
ries. Morality and science are now hashed up into baby talk, and 
are inculcated in such wise, that if the stupidity of the book does 
not hinder it from producing any impression, it will be likely to 
convert its youthful readers into formal little pedants or affected 
hypocrites. Occasionally, however, a book of rare merit, like 
the little volume now before us, makes its appearance, and we 
would fain do our humble part to prevent its being lost amidst 
the heap of trash on the booksellers' counter, with which it is 
surrounded. The writer is evidently a lover of children, ad- 
mires their winning and roguish ways, and enters into the very 
spirit of their generous impulses, their quick affections, and their 
pranks and peccadilloes. The incidents are probable and well 
chosen, and are told with grace and naturalness. The little hero 
is so admirably drawn, that we suspect it is a portrait from 
the life, and he is surrounded with a group of very familiar faces. 
Little Sarah, and Tom, and Becky are all old acquaintances of 
ours, and we are glad to meet them again. They are not little 
men and women, stiffly drawn on pattern cards, but true chil- 
dren, at once active and droll, laughing and crying, in a breath. 
The only proper companions for them, that we have ever found 
in print, are members of the admirable group in Miss Edge- 
worth's " Sequel to Frank." We would willingly enlarge the 
circle of their acquaintances, and, therefore, heartily commend 
them to the notice of all anxious mothers and affectionate aunts. 



